THE COURT OF BERLIN                       177

less susceptible of prejudice and passion, than any other
who can be made Minister.

2.  Whether  his   party   ought   to   be   encouraged   and
strengthened, which will be  to  act  directly contrary to
the party of Prince Henry;  for the plan of the Duke is
exclusive;   and, to confess the truth, he  appears   tacitly
so convinced that the Prince can effect nothing, that he
has greatly fortified my own opinion on this subject.

3.  What is the degree of confidence  I  ought to place
in him ?   For it is  impossible to obtain  the  confidence
of, without placing  confidence in, such a man; and in
my apprehension he had better be told than suffered to
divine.

Count Finckenstein is recovering.

The King arrived on the eighteenth, at eight in the
morning, after having left Breslau, on the seventeenth,
at seven in the morning. This was incredible diligence;
no person could keep pace with him. He went on the
same day to visit the Queen Dowager, and thus gave oc-
casion to attribute the rapidity and danger of the jour-
ney to Mademoiselle Voss. She is said to be pregnant;
but, in the first place, this cannot be known, and, in the
second, I do not believe the haste would have been so
great, had it been truth. According to report, she has
demanded two hundred thousand crowns. Should this be
so, the circle of her career will not be very ample.

The King made a multitude of nobles in Silesia, as
elsewhere. But, without loading my letter, the Gazettes
will tell you enough of their names. He is to remain a
week at Potsdam, which is to be dedicated to his mili-
tary labors. Great changes in the army are spoken of,
such as will be favorable to the subalterns, and the re-
verse to the captains.

The Dantzickers, who, according to appearances, sup-
posed Kings were hobgoblins, were so enraptured to
meet with one who did not eat their children that, in
the excess of their enthusiasm, they were willing to put
themselves without restraint under the Prussian Govern-
ment. The Magistrates eluded the folly of the populace
as well as they could, under the pretence that Dantzic
was dependent on Poland; but so great and so violent
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